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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


April 5, 2022 


Celebrating the Installation of our Conference 
Ministers 

On Saturday, April 2, 2022, folks gathered in both Atlanta, GA and 
Huntsville, AL to celebrate the installation of Rev. Kim Wood as our 
Conference Minister and Rev. Heather Fosburgh as our Associate 
Conference Minister. Here are some words of appreciation from both Kim 
and Heather. You can view a photo gallery from the day on our website. 


Thank You from Your Conference Minister 


| am deeply grateful and so humbled by the amazing Service of Installation 
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we shared this past Saturday, April 2, 2022. What an amazing day it was! 
And what a new thing we did: word on the street is that the SECUCC is the 
first conference in the United Church of Christ to hold a hybrid installation 
service bridging to on-site locations and connected all over the UCC 
virtually! 


| cannot thank enough Rev. Heather Fosburgh, who was installed as your 
Associate Conference Minister that day, for both the joy of partnering in 
ministry with her and all the work that she put into making our hybrid 
experience a reality. 


We were blessed to have many participants from across the Southeast 
Conference and throughout the United Church of Christ share in the day. A 
special thank you to Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, our United Church of Christ 
General Minister and President, who was present with us in Atlanta, and 
Rev. Darrell Goodwin, the Executive Conference Minister of the Southern 
New England Conference of the United Church of Christ, who joined us as 
the preacher of the day in Huntsville, AL. 


Thank you also to our home congregations, Spirit of the Cross Church in 
Huntsville, AL, and Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta, and their respective pastors 
Rev. Richard Barham and Rev. Cathy George (SOTC) and Rev. Susannah 
Davis and Rev Charmaine Penn Johnson (Kirkwood), and the myriad of 
supporting folks from both churches. And a BIG shout-out to the technical 
staff from both locations, George and Jean in Atlanta, and Diane and Pola in 
Huntsville! You all rocked! 


Finally, | am thankful to my family, some who were able to travel to 
Huntsville and others who were with me virtually, and to you, my Southeast 
Conference Family! Your support, encouragement, partnership, and love 
are blessings and gifts beyond compare. 


With Deep Love, 
Rev. Kim Wood 
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Thank You from Your Associate Conference Minister 


| want to thank everyone in the Conference for a wonderful service 
Saturday and for everyone who was able to attend on-site and online. | am 
very grateful to the wonderful folks at our host congregations of Spirit of 
the Cross, Kirkwood UCC, and Pleasant Hill Community Church and their 
willingness to help make Saturday's Hybrid Service a reality, especially the 
tech folks who made the service come together, Diane, Pola, Jorge, and 
Jean. A big thank you to all of our musicians Saturday including the 
Kirkwood Band and the Spirit of the Cross Praise Team, First 
Congregational Christian in Birmingham's Choir, Rev. Troy Sanders, and the 
Liturgical Dancers from Midway Congregational. 


Thank you to all of our service leaders especially Rev. Darrell Goodwin and 
Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer. It was wonderful to have the presence of the larger 
UCC in worship as well as the rich diversity of this Conference. 


| am also deeply grateful to Rev. Kim Wood and her willingness to have a 
joint installation as well as the Southeast Conference's Board of Directors 
support. | am so grateful and honored to serve this Conference and | am 
excited about what God continues to do in our midsts and with the 
wonderful people of this Conference. 


Rev. Heather Fosburgh 


News e Conference Office 
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Ecclesiastical Council for Jess Cusick 


The Commission on Ministry of the 
Southeast Conference Invites you 
to participate in the Ecclesiastical 
Council for Jess Cusick on April 25 
at 6 pm Eastern, 5 pm Central. on 
Zoom. You can register to attend 
here. 


Jess is a Member in Discernment 
from Kirkwood United Church of 
Christ. She is a 2018 graduate of 
Candler School of Theology 
currently serves as the Minister of 
Youth and Young Adults at St. Mark 
UMC in Atlanta, GA. 


Weekly Lenten Reflections 


Your Southeast Conference Staff offer Lenten reflections on the theme of 
fasting as acts of abundance. View all of them on our YouTube channel. 


Rev. Heather Fosburgh's reflection for Week 4 
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Rev. Kim Wood's reflection for Week 6 


Clergy Zoom Connections for April 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, April 5, 12, 19, 26 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m 
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Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


Thursday, April 21 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 noon Central) 

20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

Especially for Specialized Ministers 

Tuesday, April 26 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 

Zoom: https://z00m.us/j/354744689 


Caw 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of April 3 


© Open Table; Mobile, Alabama 
@ Susannah Davis 

© Dorothea Lotze-Kola 

e Matt Laney 

e Stephen Sterner 


Week of April 10 


e Open Community UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Emmanuel UCC; Greenville, South Carolina 
« Kristen Barner 


https:jlust7 campaign-archive.com/?u=01ddcS13917besdadattacssazid=30627d5ec8 Page 6 of 13 


SECUCC Conference Connection: April 5, 2022 2/20/23, 5:16 PM 


e Kirk Foster 
@ Ellen Sims 
e Bennie Liggins 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy Trinity Community Church, 
Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, Clemson SC; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN 


by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


It was an honor to represent the Southeast Conference at the final worship 
service held in the Amistad Chapel on Sunday, March 13. The Amistad 
Chapel, the worship space that has been a part of the United Church of 
Christ National Offices at 700 Prospect Avenue in Cleveland, OH, was 
decommissioned as part of the process of saying farewell to the Prospect 
Avenue property that has housed the UCC National Offices since 1990. The 
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UCC is selling the property that has been home to the UCC National 
Ministries for 32 years and moving to a new space on two of the floors of 
the AECOM building at 1300 E. 9th Street, just a few blocks away. 


Members of the Amistad United Church of Christ, a congregation birthed 
out of the Amistad Chapel, as well as current and past members of the UCC 
staff, representatives of the Council of Conference Ministers, United Church 
Board, and local pastors, celebrated the gathering space, its unique 
baptismal font and communion table, musical instruments, and 
furnishings. Some of the furnishings will be moved to the new UCC space to 
create a smaller worship and meditation space there. The unique 
communion table is being redesigned and will take up residence in the 
Amistad Conference Room on E. 9th Street. The Amistad UCC congregation 
will continue to gather virtually. 


Pictured are several of the members of the Council of Conference Ministers 
as we gathered around the baptismal font that has sat at the entrance to 
the Chapel since it was designed and commissioned in the original worship 
and gathering space in 1999. We were grateful to be part of the farewell 
gathering and God's call for the United Church of Christ National Setting 
and Amistad UCC to live into something new! 


UCC Webinar—Getting Ready for Earth Sunday: 
Resources for Congregations 


With the recently released report from the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the dire situation faced by our 
world has never been clearer. To help meet this moment, Creation Justice 
Ministries has created an ecumenical resource to assist churches. The 
resource is entitled “Weathering the Storm: Faithful Climate Resilience." It 
specifically helps churches respond to the question, “How can our churches 
be hubs of resilience, helping our neighbors weather the physical and 
spiritual storms of the climate crisis?” The resource can be used year-round 
and is also particularly useful in preparing for Earth Sunday (April 24th). 


In this webinar, Avery Davis Lamb, Co-Executive Director of Creation Justice 
Ministries, will introduce the resource and talk about specific ways 
churches can deliver a powerful message and experience on Earth Sunday. 
Even if you can't make the scheduled time of 1 pm ET on Wednesday, April 
13, still sign-up, and we will send you a recording. Register now! 


Support for Ukrainian Refugees 


https:jtust7 campaign-archive.com/2u=01ddeS13017beGdadattdcssaBid=30627d5ec8 Page 8 of 13 


SECUCE Conference Cannection: April 5, 2022 2/20/23, 5:16 PM 


The United Church of Christ is appealing for support for refugees who have 
fled Ukraine to neighboring countries and for elderly and other vulnerable 
people who are displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. As a member 
of the ACT Alliance, UCC support is being targeted to people most in need 
through humanitarian relief partners with a history of working in the 
region. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter, food, 
and other care to war refugees and internally displaced people. It also will 
help refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle Eastern, and other 
countries who had sought refugee in Ukraine and now are twice displaced, 
as well as citizens of more than 125 other countries living in Ukraine. All 
donations will be deposited into the International Disasters fund 
designated for “Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial support will be 
used by our partners in the areas of greatest need. One can also mail a 
check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 
Cleveland, OH 44194, Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on 

your check in the memo section. To make donations online, 

visit https://www.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal/. 


Back Bay Mission Celebrates 100 Years 


Join the executive director of the UCC's historic Back Bay Mission for a 
celebration of 100 years of service “making good trouble” in Biloxi, 
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Mississippi. Back Bay is known for hosting up to 800 volunteers a year to 
repair homes, serve the unsheltered, and create positive systemic change 
in a highly diverse coastal city. Back Bay is the only UCC imprint in the state 
of Mississippi, and holds a distinction as the #1 destination for UCC 
“Partners in Service” volunteers. Come to learn, celebrate, and participate 
as Rev. Elena Larssen, UCC Minister for Volunteer Engagement, interviews 
Ms. Sara Smith, ‘Home at Last’ Case Manager to unsheltered people, and 
Rev. James Pennington, Executive Director, about the history and future of 
this beloved humanitarian and activist institution as it enters its second 
decade of ministry. 


Trainings and Conferences 


Invitation from Pitts Theological Library 


Are you interested in theological research but aren't affiliated with Emory? 
Are you a local pastor looking for resources available to you post seminary? 
Pitts has made a new Research Guide page dedicated to identifying freely 
available resources for research in theology and religion! From sacred text 
archives to open access eBooks, this guide links to a wealth of resources 
freely available to users across the globe. 


UCC Cuba Study Seminar...New Dates Confirmed!! 


After bumping into a perfect storm of political, pandemic, and travel 
barriers to the previously scheduled UCC Cuba Study Seminar trip, 
originally scheduled for this past January, we are pleased to announce that 
the UCC Cuba Study Seminar has been rescheduled for Friday, May 13th - 
Sunday, May 22nd, 2022. Co-Chairs of the Seminar, Kimberly Miller and 
Rev. Tom Warren, are requesting that those who are interested in this trip 
please email them at ucccubastudy@gmail.com and more information will 
be shared. 


OPEN AND AFFIRMING 


COALITION 


UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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Open and Affirming Coalition 50th Anniversary 
National Gathering in August 

Fifty years ago, in 1972, a courageous and visionary band of queer leaders 
in the United Church of their Christ (with their straight allies) founded the 
"UCC Gay Caucus," the forerunner of the Open and Affirming Coalition of 
the United Church of Christ. 


Earlier that year, the Golden Gate Association in California ordained Bill 
Johnson—the first openly gay man to be authorized for ministry in a 
historic Protestant denomination. 


This year's National ONA Gathering will celebrate this milestone in our 
beloved church. We'll celebrate the past 50 years and the extraordinary 
growth in our movement from small beginnings, honor our elders and 
learn from each other the ways our movement needs to expand its vision 
at the beginning of our second half-century. 


Join us on Zoom on August 5, 6, 7 for this once-in-a-lifetime event. Events 
will be scheduled in the evenings, enabling Hawai'i and western time zones 
to participate. We'll announce registration in the spring, but in the 
meantime please mark these dates on your calendar! 


As with National Gatherings in the past, there will be soul-expanding 
worship and mind-expanding keynotes. I'm looking forward to seeing each 
of you! 


Conference Calendar 


April 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


April 12 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


April 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


April 21 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
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April 21 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


April 21 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


April 25 @ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm EDT 
Ecclesiastical Council for Jess Cusick 


April 26 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


April 26 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


May 6 @ 8:45 am - 12:15 pm EDT 
Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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